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A beautiful female figure lamp with both hands is called Paavai Vilakku. It is made of clay and
metal by skilled artisans with exquisite workmanship and delicate carvings. Its history has hoary
past which is about five thousand years. The origin and development of Paavai Vilakku can be
traced from archaeological remains, literature, inscriptions and temple sculptures. Holding a
lamp in a woman’s hand which is considered a symbol of grace and dignity indicates that life
will be auspicious Beautiful Paavai Vilakku designed by excellent craftsmen of Yavanas
(Greeks) were used in the Palace of the Pandyas during the Sangam age. In Saivite and
Vaishnavite temples female figures adorned in various attires and ornaments are seen carrying
lamps. Parrots are gracefully placed on their shoulders. Not only female figures are seen in the
temples but also male figures also seen. People have also made Paavai Vilakku in their images
for their Prayers. These features are a mirror of the society and culture of the people. Therefore,
the purpose of this article is to know about the craftsmanship of lamp made by skilled artisans.

Key words :Deepam, Paavai Nonbu, Paavai Vilakku, Yavanas, Vilakku Nachiyar, Maaunu
Ammani.
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Gayermr, SipTLSTallYID @eunDewmd HTEWTEVTID. HTewlledr g liLigBluiled sLevg)
Gamuilsv miewLpeuTulledlsst &) (HLMLPLD & TEDTEUMLD.

SUIDPBTL (Hd Casruilsvseaflsy LiTeweu allorTdGsewer Fbis STVSHS NG LInE allwbsr —
BTWEHST STV (LPHMHOIGTERTH HTewT (PpLydSmgl. @ewL Ll L LIsVsV6eUT, LITewTig Wi
woHmib CFrpi HTeVmIGeNL HTHIST eileTdd VsV HIHST allerdhE FApriilib
CUDDEDLWIT H&HHTL UTemal alletdGaemer Pl Fuisvaisvens. alluwbsT,
BTWSHEST HTevmIGeTey WTHhsT 2 hmeud FAmumissr (Portrait Sculpture) wdalwiggieuid
Cupmert. sTearGeu, BletTn suigailevresr GluswT AHuGewss CureTy allard aer el wbsr
WOHMID  BrwwEET &TeVdh semevuilesr @  FApliurs 1690 HTHODTET(H  (LpSH6V
STWTLILURSIDG. YbBTVSG SHUlPsHG S hesCasrullevsaflsy  allardCsbslw  LiTeweuwi

LG LOBIG6T L0l &S JeVmISTT GeusmsevliLIm(hdbEmHL_6dT &TestLiLI(hd]65Tm6uT.
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Gamullevsafley LiTemer aflerd @aser

waaudks Caruilsvsefley LTemear allends@ WarTl & o mailsy susvg LSS Careaflsy Hleafleww
sThslweurmid, eweuswreuds Gasrullvseaflsy et mer 2 (Halsy @)L giusss Gsreaflsy
sleflewws e7bF weurmid srewriiL@id. HsveunHmisr @) CHmersmefied Slefl ooibgeuTmib
sleflullesrmluyid &mesorLiLi(HFedTm6ur.

LoessTewstledr ewTd efsHb LTener ailardd@semerd: STl 2 6Tardgls0 swaeaulfl [bulesTLd
ClFsvevd  FHewToulfl weTpld GlFsvsv CueTasaflsst ewasallCGo aillerd@d LMN$60HwWHS
O BISHBISHTNCoV 2195 FIlgd@LD 2 _ewTTFHS6T,

SOIPBTL B urwd Aol Hmiwmiidn

OB TVF ST (LpeLEMEVE:CIE TIg

FAeubGLITedld G LD (@) emewruiiy

BB ClFD] GDEIGL LIeneTsCHTEHLD

SD&flwsTw HewspsupLd Lfl@LpspIh
sTeTLl LITL_ &8 TedTmILD.
Carullevasends@ ealerd@ OasrewLwrs eaflliugid eunPngG erewrblenTiieniw
CaTewLwiTs:  auPBIGaugld Wassh OleTearenvwrear SOlps  wWIUTEGL. (@)eTmib
Gamuilsvsaflsy GlausaTafladlpenin GClusursst allardCanm] sufluhoug HewL (pewmullsd
2 6Tengm@Lh. CHmril HFmdl B GlLNGeussry V6V bDOIFIIVSEEHSHHTH E6essT(h s 6D
STrewTons allord@ 6\Flg audb@GHL UPSHHMBHH STEWT (PLYHOTDHI. (@)eualends
allerd & as6T FlauliL eUHTERT(LPEHL W HEVBISTT 6UEHT6HOHL 60T HTenTLILI(h6U| H(HLOTT
SWVSGHF  ADLYL HUSTaITS — YWIDBIBTMET.  Heweu  HTavlEHemSE VeV
ChisHlHaL6T  LUHLLLSHTTGD. Yol  HeVBISTIBISEHL 6T  6U6UT6NTLILLF o

QFunuliul’_(pererest.

SeuailersGaemer  aflliLsuflest wHMID LLEGs weasefledr Iy FBlewsvdhdlsim
UGRTENMTHISEHLD 2 (Heu  YVBIGTT  BIMmIGEHD QL bblumslermer.  Gnmwimed
UTEHSSHUILL L QUTSHET $BISEHSE LLT6WT &WTLD WL _bHe L 60T HBISTSH 2 (Houdhens Gl
QUG UBIGHETTII OFIG STWlHMHWTEHS all(HSSTMETT. BHHEUGTLD, FH6VIITEIT LOGITL LILD,

aTser CUTaTy @)L_BiKeTled YPSINEHTHe LD YewIoLILIT.

eflewds @ prafwmi
uhsLOlpT @) mewerliGurE@ld allardens allerd@ mBrifwuryres HYPGs 2 (Heaurs
WG GITETRTT. @VVGSTHBmr GO allendssrs Gserralliug SWlpi L.

sTaaTGou, allardhenas ailerd @ BTFFITTTSL LFGHL G &BIGLWD @)U 6 euflu@eu.
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SUlpsGFleierer L Casruilsvsefley sremTliLBl allerdsCsbBw LITeweuwT LG LOBIS6T
BTWESET HTVSHFL CaHrhpmialssiiul L ereur@d. wgiewr wWerrl d Csmulledsyisirar
allersCaphlw  Gluewrenflest 2 (Houdb YevBIGTT CousweILT(HHEHL ST  HlHLSIMF.
@)liLigwid st G)(h wHHeflL allens6lETeTewD 67hd] BHUSTHL LIsHLdaLiLL (HeTerg).
@leusit  Hewevuilel YMIFFHHIT aulgen Yewfl, eul L eugeu Hewll, CBOHMWIFHL 1y
WPpSHOWSTAYLD, HTHISATV HIDLD6V, HUPSHIV LISSHHHHIL BT Fnlqll 6V, (LPdHFILDTEN6V
wpoHedlweweuud, @O HrF @eweveww P55 Yewilujd SHTenTiiL(hEdTmer. @)eaueT
ewlbdHEGD L Ceusmeoliur® Blewmbs CFewey  WTTUSBISMOT  LOMMDHG5I,
@)L LiymGCsmer eufluiTasd ClFsVeuendds & TeRTEVTLD.

QuentewwwipgLer  allerdgprdfwrfear  Apud  SwHECasrasiewro  Cxsmuiledlsv
STeRTLILI(RSI D). @)dFfAmuib LLPBISTEY 6Dl 9| 603185 6V63T 5 61T T 6V 9| 6wt]
CFinutiul (hsireremouiled(hhgh HdHHTVL LieTUTL 1gemest Mlul (pigsSlmgl. GlLeTenLo
Y& CBTEhFH @) FADusslest 2wy 4% Ipur@Gld. HeweV (PSH6V HT6V 6UHT Fdh6D
allgrer QewL, Y LTeThISEHL T HLeOL &L sridweflsslprer. wf UrssribumsT
Fhpslulleierer @FFAnLID semeoullGev wpeTubsd GBDMIFaHL 1gujb, @Gflwl rewuui,
Uerymsalev 1rHblesmy, OCsTliewl. mewLBrsHd, FheGLl Udbssemerds 6lament(h
NEIIGEETR Tr&6asTge»wd &Y QPSTUIS  STIPOLLGHEDET  DeUdF)

VBT SHBLILIL (heiTarg). @)euailslorsd HemeD eVBIGTTLD Liida ClFwiwlitil’ (hererg).

sTC8v Car(h) ysperiguiley Blflsd] HBHFMSHI. SHTHlHT LSGHMUTL 1960 LPHS&, &(HE,
STewTlIL, (PpHedliiener ewflid HIeUTTBIGET (9)(HEBBISTDET. HUSHHV LLTTET, L 1§60,
&(HGLwent, CQUTLHFFTID, WHEHFFTD, GCHTHIWID LEVILTMD HeVBISTSHSlTTM6DT.
LH@&FL aumd), ogeriguilsy @ehFadgIL e uTedlubg (Urdliubg), emasulley LT 6

(uriig6v), smISewTD, CHTL T, ailrevseaflsy GTdlrBissT Sy slwanenn 6wl hylsTarTi.

Glsvedliw G)ewL_ullev epL’ 1q WITERT(LPLD, HWTEHTENILD, HTedl6V LITL &LD, GIHTEYId, LITSHFTLD,
&T6L allTmisen GV ehAuyd (smevrifl), Gl iqujd 6wl CFiSTnET. (Lpd E&HdHHlemwiu|id,
Heveursemaswld  (Heorsewsuid), SefllCuw  wriliyd SYPDMIUSDSHTHS  GIUTTkIGET
CF IS 6T G6ToT6EUTIT .

suevg| Cxpmeafley Flafl FeurTHersHgIL 6T YThHGIsTaTenSL LTTdHGLCUTE SraiwmniseaflGsv
BTwEls&HS Slevewrwirs eubgl 6srTepad Cuwryl GCuaHn Hefleww (jeuefler s,
5155 BI&HENETS @asl'_@fo) eHTUSLILBQSSHISIDSI. HLUTTeTWTeToueT ailendhE eJbhslualTn
STERTLILRSIDTET. FewL_»iwdF FMHM! (1PpSSIL06wTHeTTe) 9eVBISTEHSLILIL (H6Tend).

2 L eewLLIL|h, BID@GLD Blewsvwjb @)euswer i YPGHITeIWTSS ST (HABISTMET. 6(h

CuenT  FHTWAT  YYLPGHUBDSIHHCEHTETEOT  THSHMIT  QIBLOTRT 6 %H6V6ITHETT 6V
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9|VBIG TS EHIHCIGTERTL TS  6TOTLIN S QasMbgICsTsTer  (1PLYGHIDII. IILPGLD
O} LITEWTHIEOHLD BlewmbgleTen Q)FANLISF60 @D jewilufd (&)ena b 6TeTsoT.

FlmallewL oI wHTeOBISFuTL] CHrulled obpsn| Sjboewst LTeweu aflemd @, (2_wirib
120 Q&.16.) B&sFADHS 2 STTewTOTEGLD. HEHeWF LTTL g U LOGSTESTT HLOTF IDLOEHT LiH6v6u T
Urgmudlibsst bwomesr GluswT bpsyl et Hergl 2 (HoudhewsBuwl LITene
aflengsrsals (04.07.1853) sergl LgwGw U ebhgid susnrewrd GFiigmer. Ggmeflsy
sleafl ST HSB (HoHB, FEOL YVBISTITHSHIL 6T FHV LWL Y LIT6NTBISEHL 6T [F)srailendd
Flaspanag1.30  ewrevgly FusfNafeveurt GCarulledbe 1838@)sv sermin  1891@)sv
wHepTeTmIwTs  Grewtl uTeneu  allatd@Gaser  CFuigeflssliul (hsTeresr  6TeTLIG)
SFfApumiseaflsy GluTrMlsasiiul Hsrar H606leul (haoeafler cpevd HMlw (PLyHma. eTm
&HeoTevtlL ClLIGHTERTTH LD, M mTesTm) &) (I LDEWSTLOT 63T ©)LI6¥TEWT T &6 LD
ST LOul Rerengl. HAgurd bLyrTei Caruilsy, emeudhdeveurst Gasmullsy, wuilevmliLyi
sureSeveuri Gasmuiley, Lofrhisd ghisETs Feurw Gasmullsy Gumesrm LPDELIKHLD

Gamuilsvseaflsy CousmevliLIT(R&G6T LG hdb LITeweu allemd @, LiLgLOBIGHEN6Td: &%TeRTeVTLD.

iy ey

ST sufluri igev FlmalersLS(HHsL @@ Leflsorear GlFwesv. LsVCeoum eueHsWwiTesT
allerd: & EpeiT Liremeu allends @ Hemsv sureTMHMI6V H63rd0lser AnLiLTarCsTh @)L _GewsLi
CupmisiTerg|. sHUL W waeflT HYPlwTd FLTE 2 _ensd auflbL aldF ClFsveui eT6eTM
Cauiefs GasriurligergliuenL ulled uTeweu allend@ CarerMlwigl. @)HeT auFeOTm)
EH6yLD GClHTETEHLWITETHI. HTVHEHTMID eueTiFFWEDL_HFHI LIV HeW6V HIGIN|d % BIdkED6T
2 WL WHTGLD. Yeupmier ellFwbsyr BTwWSST &TeVdh GCosrullsy  FADumisefled
allensCapml  uTeweuwT U LBISST  WGhs HVBISTT  GeuewevL LT (hd 1 L_6dT
HTERTLIOIENTH HOUTEOUSTOUTGLD. LINBHTVSSIV LITewI(Hdh@ WTMHMTES LTheT LMHMILD

@)ewm 2 (HeumisEHLD )L LDEILIMHM 6TETEDT.
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